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WKU will give out $500,000 in grants this year for 
student research.
Gordon Baylis, vice president for Research, said 100 
grants will be given out for $500 each. Any student can 
apply for the grant as long as they have a research idea 
and a faculty sponsor.
“…The students will be getting at no charge a one-unit 
class called something like ‘mentored research’ or ‘inde-
pendent study,’ so that faculty member has to meet with 
their student at least once a week to help them with the 
work,” Baylis said.
“The crucial thing is, you’ve got to have a project that 
we’re going to disseminate,” Baylis said. “Doesn’t matter 
if it’s arts, humanities, science, any subject, just as long 
as you’ve got a clear product that you’re sending out into 
the world.” 
Lynn Minton, manager of Marketing and Business De-
velopment, said the applications for summer and fall will 
be put online sometime this week, and the deadline will 
be April 2 for both.
Baylis said that although this is the fi rst year for the 
grants, he hopes they will continue for years to come.
“You never know whether you’ll be overwhelmed 
with interest or if there won’t be any interest,” he said. 
“Our target is to have 60 grants for this summer and fall, 
and then 40 for next spring, and we’ll assess it at that 
point. I hope we’re going to be expanding it, honestly.”
The grants will hopefully give students more to pres-
ent in March during Research Excellence and Creative 
Heights (REACH) week, Baylis said. REACH week will 
take place March 19-24.
Items on the fi rst and fourth 
fl oors of Downing University Cen-
ter, on which renovations are sched-
uled to start in the middle of March, 
will be up for grabs next week.
An auction will take place on 
March 3 on the fourth fl oor of 
DUC. 
Everyone, including members 
of the WKU community, will have 
to wait until registration begins at 9 
a.m. that day before they can have a 
look at the lots being sold. Bidding 
starts at 10 a.m.
Sara Ferguson, recycling and 
surplus coordinator, said the auction 
process should go quickly.
“Each lot will go up for auc-
tion, and it will be ‘Boom, boom, 
boom,’” she said.
Ferguson said the auction could 
be split into three sections.
One section of the auction 
will include items from the DUC 
renovation liquidation, including 
the bowling alley and pingpong 
tables from REDZ on the fourth 
floor. Other furniture from the 
first and fourth floors will be up 
for bid. 
Ferguson said large items like 
the bowling alley may create some 
hassle for the buyer.
“So it’s kind of a catch,” she 
said. “The bowling alley will be 
sold, but you have to take it apart, 
and you have to carry it out to 
your car. So, ‘How are we going 
to sell a bowling alley?’ is the 
question.”
Items from the surplus depart-
ment will make up another section.
Ferguson said the surplus de-
partment’s items could attract a 
more diverse crowd of potential 
buyers.
Items include fi ling cabinets, 
desks, printers and computer ac-
cessories, and more unique items 
like a stoplight — “just things that 
we’ve collected over the last seven 
months,” Ferguson said.
The third section of the auction 
will consist of electronics, includ-
ing Macintosh computers, moni-
tors and laptops.
Profi ts will go to the surplus and 
auxiliary services departments, per 
a surplus policy passed by the ad-
ministrative council last week.
WKU’s student handbook policy regarding “in-
appropriate” messages doesn’t have a counterpart 
among other large public universities in Kentucky.
The policy states “accessible communications 
deemed inappropriate may lead to disciplinary ac-
tion.”
The student handbooks of the University of Louis-
ville, University of Kentucky and Eastern Kentucky 
University do not contain a policy toward accessible 
communications resembling WKU’s.
Both UK and U of L do have social media guide-
lines that advise students, faculty and staff to think 
before they post, not to say anything they wouldn’t 
say in public and to avoid using university trade-
marks, logos or images without prior approval.
Policies and restrictions specifically for faculty 
and staff as well as for university-run social media 
sites are also listed.
Many of the guidelines echo President Gary Rans-
dell’s social media awareness Facebook post on Feb. 
15 in which he encouraged students and employees 
alike to “be smart” about social media.
WKU does have social media policies and guide-
lines located in the WKU Communication and Brand-
ing Manual that involve faculty and staff, as well as 
university-run sites or accounts.
Gail Hairston, a public relations officer  at UK, 
said that UK currently does not have a specific policy 
in the student handbook regarding social media.
“If a student uses social media to harass someone, 
that would fall under the student code in regard to 
harassment,” Hairston said. “But there is nothing spe-
cifically about social media.”
Hairston said UK does keep track of some tweets 
using the UK hashtag. Hairston also said if certain 
posts or tweets are brought to the department’s atten-
tion, then they are obligated to investigate.
Peggy Dee Allen has always been a little bit 
nontraditional.
Allen, a WKU student from Franklin, is taking 
a standard course load consisting of speech, math, 
sociology and western civilization, just like many 
other students this spring.
But the similarities stop there.
“It’s a good thing my name is Peggy because 
I’ve always been a square peg in a round hole,” 
Allen said. “I’ve always been nontraditional in 
one way or another.”
In denim overalls and her graying-brown hair 
neatly pulled back into a braided bun, Allen doesn’t 
fi t the mold of a typical student. Allen admits that 
she considers her own computer a heavy paper-
weight and that she struggles with using programs 
like TopNet and Blackboard for her classes.
“I don’t have a problem with the age. My big-
gest concern is the computer aspect of it,” she 
said. “What I lack in all these other skills, I’m 
gonna make up for in pure damn determination.”
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Peggy Dee Allen, 63, of Franklin, spends her time away from the classroom practicing woodworking in an 
old elementary school turned workshop in Franklin. Allen was a student at WKU from 1970 to 1972 and 
has now returned to earn a business degree. 
JUSTIN PHILALACK/HERALD
Peggy Dee Allen takes notes during a Western Civilizations class 
Friday at South Campus. Most of Allen’s credit hours earned 
while attending WKU from 1970 to 1972 still apply to the business 
degree she is pursuing now. 
By TESSA DUVALL
diversions@wkuherald.com
SEE GRADUATE, PAGE 3
63-year-old student hopes to graduate college 
more than 40 years after beginning degree
Other Ky. public 
schools lack 
social media rules 
for students
By  CAMERON KOCH
news@wkuherald.com
SEE MEDIA, PAGE 3
SEE GRANTS, PAGE 3SEE AUCTION, PAGE 2














Be sure to pick 
up March 12th's 
special section
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CORRECTION
■ Due to a Herald error, the movement 
to online course evaluations was incor-
rectly stated as approved in an article 
on page 8 in the Feb. 21 issue of the 
Herald. 
While the University Senate approved 
the plan, Gordon Emslie, provost and 
vice president for Academic Affairs, has 
yet to approve it.
The Herald regrets the error.
The College Heights Herald corrects all 
confirmed errors that are brought to 
reporters’ or editors’ attention. Please 
call 745-6011 or 745-5044 to report 
a correction, or email us at editor@
wkuherald.com.
“What that states is when we sell 
items, 90 percent of the time, the revenue 
from those items are going to come 
straight back to surplus and recycling,” 
Ferguson said. “We do everything, and 
it’s our item, so we get the money for it.”
Sustainability Coordinator Christian 
Ryan-Downing said the money the 
surplus department earns from the 
auction will help to purchase equipment 
that the department needs for future use, 
including forklifts.
Auxiliary Services will get back all 
of the money they earn for the items 
that belong to their department, like 
pool tables or bowling balls, because 
the department is classified as revenue-
dependent, Ferguson said. 
“The case can be made that they 
bought items that weren’t bought with 
WKU money,” Ferguson said.
Academic departments would not 
get money from the surplus department 
under the recently passed policy, because 
they receive their budget through state 
funding, she said. 
Ferguson said the items that don’t 
sell go back to the surplus department, 
where they will be donated or sold on 
the department’s eBay account.
AUCTION
CONTINUED FROM FRONT
Nashville junior Paul Wilkins and Glasgow juniors Asa Darnell and Kris Simpson enjoy Thursday’s spring weather outside Darnell’s 
apartment on Cabell Drive.
CRIME REPORTS
Reports
■ Sophomore Elizabeth Grant, Zacha-
rias Hall, reported on Feb. 23 that her 
iPod was stolen from Gordon Wilson 
Hall Room 310 while it was left charg-
ing. The value of the theft is $400. 
Grant is offering a reward for the 
return of her stolen iPod.
Arrests
■ Freshman Tyler Webster, Bowling 
Green, was arrested on Feb. 26 and 
charged with alcohol intoxication and 
possession of alcohol by a minor.
■ Sophomore Michael Jacobsen, 
Barnes-Campbell Hall, was arrested 
on Feb. 26 and charged with alcohol 
intoxication in a public place and 
disorderly conduct.
■ Freshman Chelsea Willis, Alvaton, 
was arrested on Feb. 26 and charged 
with driving under the influence and 
careless driving.
■ Senior Aaron Hale, Louisville, was 
arrested on Feb. 25 and charged with 
not having tail lights and driving under 
the influence.
■ Freshman Matthew Wolford, 
Pearce-Ford Tower, was arrested on 
Feb. 24 and charged with alcohol 
intoxication in a public place.
■ Junior Adam Weafer, Owensboro, 
was arrested on Feb. 24 and charged 
with alcohol intoxication in a public 
place.
■ Freshman Terry Wayne Prather Jr., 
PFT, was cited on Feb. 23 for posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia and pos-
session of marijuana.
A  taste of spring teased students Thursday as the 
temperature climbed to 77 degrees in Bowling Green, 
despite the first day of spring still being three weeks 
away.
Nashville junior Paul Wilkins and Glasgow juniors 
Asa Darnell and Kris Simpson took advantage of the 
beautiful weather outside of Darnell’s apartment on 
Cabell Drive. 
“We didn’t have anything to do, and it was warm out,” 
Darnell said. “We thought it’d be funny to pull the couch 
outside.”
Darnell, an avid kayaker and mountain biker, has 
anxiously been waiting for a day like Thursday all 
winter, so when he and his friends had a two-hour break 
between classes, they decided to make the most of it. 
They brought Darnell’s couch to the front yard so they 
could people-watch and talk to people walking by.
After Thursday’s tease, temperatures fell back into the 
50s with high winds Friday, so it’s anyone’s guess when 
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At 63, Allen is one of 52 undergraduate 
students over the age of 60 enrolled 
at WKU. After being laid off from her 
factory job last year, Allen began working 
with the Barren River Area Development 
District’s Trade Program to continue — 
and hopefully finish — her education.
“But I never saw myself doing this at this 
point in time. I really thought I would get 
my education early in life and get some 
kind of a structured job, a normal job.”
Allen was first on the Hill from 
1970 to 1972 but dropped out and 
earned her living doing factory 
work. Since then, she has worked in 
factories to support herself while pursuing 
her personal passion of woodworking as a 
hobby.
At age nine, Allen discovered she 
enjoyed working with her hands, spending 
her days in the cabinet shop her father and 
uncle owned in Franklin while her mother 
worked at a factory. That summer, Allen 
made a 14-room furnished dollhouse.
More than five decades later, Allen has 
built or restored every piece of furniture 
in her house, as well as designed and 
constructed her own kitchen cabinets to 
suit her needs.
The desire to be active and hands-on 
led her to work in at least 10 factories. 
Consequently, she has been laid off as 
many times, with most recently on Sept. 
2, 2011, when her job was outsourced to 
Mexico.
This layoff is what led Allen to work 
with BRADD, the Barren River Area 
Development District, and finish an 
undertaking she began in 1970 — earning 
her college degree.
Tonya Mudd, trade coordinator at 
BRADD, said the Workforce Investment 
Act’s Trade Program pays for up to two 
years of the books and tuition of those who 
have been laid off.
The associate’s degree a participant 
pursues must be marketable and lend itself 
toward finding self-sufficient employment.
Because most of Allen’s credit hours 
from her first time on the Hill still count, 
she is using her two years of tuition to 
complete a bachelor’s degree in business.
“I mean, this is a golden opportunity for 
me,” Allen said. “I would not get to do this 
otherwise because it’s so expensive.”
Allen and her first husband, who she 
married weeks after finishing high school 
in 1966, planned to take night classes 
together because they both worked during 
the day. At the time, Allen was a quality 
control inspector at Potter & Brumfield in 
Franklin. 
But the Vietnam War changed the 
couples’ plans for education. Allen’s 
husband joined the Navy to avoid being 
drafted into the Army, and the couple 
moved to Jacksonville, Fla., where Allen 
worked as a switchboard operator for two 
years.
In 1970, Allen divorced and moved 
home to Franklin, enrolled at 
WKU and worked part time for 
her father’s business.
“I needed a part-time job with flexible 
hours and Daddy said, ‘Well, you can 
come to work over here for me,’ and I’m 
like, ‘Why didn’t I ever think of this?’ But 
women didn’t typically do that.”
For two years, Allen studied business 
at WKU while balancing keeping house 
and working a job on the side. Although 
Allen’s husband was supportive of her in 
many ways, he did not support her pursuit 
of a degree.
“Well, I made the mistake of marrying 
again. Husband No. 2 was not supportive 
of this plan whatsoever,” she said. “It was 
extremely hard to do when you’re fighting 
that.
“So I learned my lesson, and I never tried 
that again. I’ve been single since 1980.”
Allen’s lack of a postsecondary 
education has restricted her career options. 
She had no desire to work in an office and 
liked the good pay that went along with 
factory work.
Allen’s life-long friend Jimmy Cardwell, 
61, owns the old West Simpson Elementary 
School building, built in 1956, in Franklin, 
where the two keep their woodworking 
equipment and work on projects. The 
school was built on land formerly owned by 
Cardwell’s grandparents, and he has been 
restoring the building for the last several years 
with Allen helping every step of the way.
It was Allen’s father who also 
introduced Cardwell to woodworking, 
when at the age of 15, he began working in 
the cabinetmaking shop in Franklin.
“She used to come over a lot and work 
on little, small projects,” he said. “And 
when I was working for her dad and just 
over the years, she’s gotten to escalating 
up, working on bigger projects.”
Although some of Allen’s friends don’t 
understand why she wants to go back to 
school, Cardwell supports her.
“I think it’s awesome at her age,” he said. “I 
think it’s a great thing. You can’t never get too 
much education. It’s something my aunt said: 
‘Well, always get a good education because that’s 
something no one can ever take away from you.’”
The duo was on the Hill together in the 
1970s and even took the same geography 
class, before cell phones and computers, 
Cardwell recalled.
In the shop, Allen works meticulously on 
every project she does — She applies the same 
dedication in the classroom. In all of her 
classes, she sits in the front row and 
isn’t afraid of asking questions.
Jennifer Dietzel, Allen’s adviser 
when she started at WKU, said 
she doesn’t see anyone or anything 
breaking her spirit or holding her back.
Although Allen’s age has provided 
challenges with new technology, Dietzel 
said she sees many advantages.
 “She’s not worried about the things that 
even I was concerned about — I wanted to 
be in a sorority. I wanted to go hang out 
with my girlfriends on a Thursday night at 
a fraternity house. I wanted to go out to 
the mall and buy a new pair of shoes, what 
have you. She’s focused. She’s had to jump 
through some hurdles.
“If Peggy’s up late last night, she’s on a 
woodworking project and she just couldn’t 
get away from it.”
Allen hopes that by the time she 
finishes her degree, the economy will 
have improved and she can earn a living 
by running her own woodworking business 
and selling pieces she has made online.
Until then, she isn’t giving up on her 
lifelong dream of graduating college, a 
dream 40 years in the making.
“People will take you so much more 
seriously if you have gotten your education 
and you won’t just be a peon in a factory or 
a burger flipper at McDonald’s,” she said.
“Most people can be more than that, and 
I think you ought to be everything you can.”
FREE WiFi NON SMOKING
GRADUATE
CONTINUED FROM FRONT
Stacey Biggs, WKU’s 
chief marketing offi cer, said 
the social media monitoring 
done by her department is 
used for a similar reason — 
to identify problems students 
are having on campus and to 
help fi x them, not to seek out 
inappropriate student posts 
or tweets.
The UK Student Affairs 
website recently added a new 
addition that allows students 
to fi le various complaints 
with the university so that 
they can be dealt with and 
fi xed.
Howard Bailey, vice 
president for Student 
Affairs, wrote the WKU 
student handbook policy 
about inappropriate 
communications and said 
that there are currently no 
plans to change it.
Bailey said it has 
absolutely nothing to do with 
censoring student speech on 
the Internet.
“I don’t know if it needs 
to be changed,” Bailey said. 
“If changes do occur, it will 
be in the summer when the 
policies in the handbook are 
reviewed.”
“The offi ce of Student 
Affairs is committed to 
making sure students 
at Western Kentucky 
University will always 
have their free speech and 





already a whole lot of 
student research going on, 
a lot of high-quality stuff, a 
lot of collaboration between 
students and faculty,” he said. 
“We don’t in any way suggest 
that’s not going on — we just 
want to put more resources 
behind it and also emphasize 
how we want the student to 
be sort of in charge of this 
research.”
This is the fi rst year 
WKU will have a whole 
week dedicated to student 
research, Minton said. In the 
past, there was an event that 
lasted a couple days with a 
speaker, but only one day was 
dedicated to student research. 
Minton said this is also 
the fi rst year the Offi ce of 
Academic Research has been 
involved.
“The Student Research 
Council has always put it on,” 
she said. “We just haven’t 
been involved with it in this 
offi ce in the past. But since 
Dr. Baylis has become aware 
that this is taking place, 
he wants to expand it into 
something that’s a bit more 
visible.”
Baylis said REACH week 
is a way to put more emphasis 
on the great tradition of 
fantastic student and faculty 
research at WKU and what it 
can do for others. 
“That’s really the key 
behind research and creative 
activity, is the impact on 




















But I never saw 
myself doing this at 
this point in time. I 
really thought I would 
get my education ear-
ly in life and get some 
kind of a structured 
job, a normal job.
—Peggy Dee Allen
Franklin
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*Denotes editorial board 
members. The Herald 
publishes on Tuesdays and 
Fridays during the school 
year. The fi rst copy is free 
and additional copies are 
50 cents each, available in 
the Student Publications 




The Herald encourages readers to 
write letters and commentaries on 
topics of public interest. Here are a 
few guidelines:
1. Letters shouldn't exceed 250 
words. Commentaries should be 
about 500 words and include a 
picture.
2. Originality counts. Please don't 
submit plagiarized work.
3. For verifi cation, letters and com-
mentaries MUST include your name, 
phone number, home town and 
classifi cation or title.
4. Letters may not run in every edi-
tion due to space.
5. The Herald reserves the right to 
edit all letters for style, grammar, 
length and clarity. The Herald does 
NOT print libelous submissions.
6. Submissions must be received by 





“I think Ray Harper is a 











“I think he’s doing a good 
job. I think he’s doing a 
lot better than the other 
coach.”
What do you think 
of Ray Harper being 
hired?
people
THE ISSUE: On Sunday, Feb. 
19, interim coach Ray Harper 
was hired as the head coach 
of the WKU men’s basketball 
team. This capped off his six-
week stint as interim head 
coach, when Diddle Arena 
saw its six largest home 
attendances of the season and 
its fi rst sellout of the season.
OUR STANCE: Considering 
the rollercoaster ride this 
season has been and the 
current circumstances, Ray 
Harper was the best hire 
WKU could have made, and 
the decision is a good one. 
When Ken McDonald was 
fi red as head coach of WKU’s 
men basketball team on Jan. 6, 
Ray Harper was introduced as 
the interim coach. The results 
of that decision proved to be 
a complete turnaround for the 
program. Attendance doubled, 
fans brought Ray Harper head 
cutouts and the team played 
with an energy that was 
clearly not there before.
The season ultimately 
concluded with the men’s 
team winning its last home 
game in front of a sold-out 
Diddle Arena crowd — the 
fi rst sellout since last year’s 
game against the University 
of Louisville. 
Now with Harper as the 
offi cial head coach, fans 
fi nally have something to 
stand up and cheer about. 
When he was hired, Harper 
said in his introductory speech 
that he wants to be here for the 
long-term and wants to build 
WKU back up to its national 
stature. 
Given his credentials, fans 
have all the reason to believe 
that’s possible. 
During his time at 
Kentucky Wesleyan College, 
Harper won two national 
championships at the Division 
II level and made KWC 
one of the most dominating 
basketball schools in the 
country during his time there. 
He then moved to Oklahoma 
City University where, in 
three years, he won two NAIA 
national championships with 
one national runner-up fi nish. 
In total, he’s advanced to 
nine national championship 
games in his 12 seasons as a 
collegiate head coach. 
These credentials are not 
easy to attain for any coach, 
and Harper accomplished 
them in a relatively short 
time. Harper simply has a 
track record of winning. 
Furthermore, the players 
are at ease now that they can 
end the season with an offi cial 
head coach. One can argue 
that the players are playing 
for Harper now.
Athletics Director Ross 
Bjork said WKU conducted 
a national search for the head 
coaching position. It was a 
spot many people were after, 
but in reality, it would be hard 
to fi nd a better coach or fi t 
for the program than Harper 
given the circumstances. 
Most of all, there is now 
a level of excitement around 
WKU’s men’s basketball 
program that hasn’t been 
matched in years.
The players are excited, 
and fans have come out in 
droves to support their team. 
Anyone who was in Diddle 
Arena at the start of the 
season and there for the last 
home game can tell the stark 
difference. 
In a speech in front of 
fans after the fi nal home 
game on Saturday, Harper 
proclaimed, “We’ve only 
just begun.” Though he was 
talking about heading into 
the Sun Belt Tournament, one 
can only be optimistic that 
those words will hold true 
for the future of the program.
This editorial represents 
the majority opinion of the 





Write a letter to the editor 
(250 words or less) or a 
commentary (500 words 
and a photo). E-mail them 
to opinion@wkuherald.com.
A Slam Dunk
Harper hire was the best move for men's basketball program
POLL
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wkuherald.com iPhone AppAndroid App
ACROSS 
1   Nat King __
5   Stashes away
10   Snatch
14   Peak
15   King's order
16   Vex
17   Chicken's noise
18   First Greek letter
19   Frosted
20   Force into servitude
22   Unity
24   Mine car load
25   Relinquished
26   In the know
29   Xenon or radon
30   Respond to a stimulus
34   __ public; disclosed
35   Brillo rival
36   Looking glass
37   Long __; in the distant past
38   Inspection
40   Lamb's cry
41   Filthy
43   Gobble up
44   Throw
45   Move furtively
46   Eyelid swelling
47   Glee
48   Dining room events
50   Unruly crowd
51   Look __ at; view scornfully
54   Became juicy and ready 
to be eaten
58   Engagement symbol
59   Records
61   Crimson __; Alabama team
62   Pine or beech
63   __ layer; topic for Al Gore
64   Related
65   Poppy __ rolls
66   Actress Winona
67   Earns, after expenses
DOWN
1   Poncho
2   Ajar
3   Peggy & Bruce
4   Delve into
5   Gave the old __-ho to; fi red
6   Doing nothing
7   Guacamole or salsa
8   Canyon sounds
9   Get up
10   Hoagie
11   Asian staple
12   Tavern drinks
13   Cots and cribs
21   "You __ what you eat"
23   Inexplicable
25   Coffi ns
26   Accumulate
27   "__ Train"; old TV Western
28   Venerate
29   Sticky stuff
31   Vine-covered lattice shelter
32   Seashore
33   Garbage
35   Layer of turf
36   Encountered
38   Compare
39   Utter
42   Banged up
44   Dalai Lama devotee
46   Like a slimeball
47   Unruly head of hair
49   Cast member
50   Tightwad
51   __ and crafts
52   Beget children
53   Leg joint
54   France's Coty
55   Shoe brand
56   Correct text
57   Comfy rooms
60   Pack of whales
What new program at WKU is 
helping spread Chinese language 
and culture in the community?
THE Daily Commuter Puzzle by Jacqueline E. Mathews
Call (270)745-2653 to sponsor a puzzle today!
High School Basketball: Fourth Region Girls’ 
   Tournament; fi rst-round games at 6:30 p.m. 
   and 8 p.m, Diddle Arena.
Student Health Fair, Preston Center, 2 p.m.
Gender Images Film Series: Made in Dagen-
   ham, Cherry Hall 125, 6:30 p.m.
Black Classic Film Series: Race is the Place, DUC 
   340, Part of 2012 Black History Month, 7 p.m.
Do you have campus events you would 
like to be included in the 
'TAKE A BREAK' calendar? 
Be sure to let us know!
Email your events to editor@wkuherald.com
Classifi eds Manager: Alex Weires
advertising@wkuherald.com
 Note to Readers: The College Heights Herald screens ads for misleading or false claims but can-
not guarantee any ad or claim. Please use caution when answering ads, especially when asked to 
send money or provide credit card information. The College Heights Herald is not responsible 
for the content or validity of these paid classifi ed ads.
CLASSIFIEDS
Have Something 





Retail selling experience 
required, must enjoy working 
with customers one on one. 
Working weekends required. 
Hourly wage plus commissions. 
Email resume to 
jlankheet@poolandspadepot.com 
Call Pool & Spa Depot at 
270-782-1119 or stop by the 
store at 1830 Wallace Court, 
Bowling Green, KY
Golf Division
City of Bowling Green
Interested individuals should obtain an employment application from the Human Resources 
Department in City Hall, 1001 College Street, Bowling Green or from our website at www.bgky.org. 
The City of Bowling Green is an Equal Opportunity Employer and a Drug-Free Workplace.
Applications are currently being accepted for the following 
positions with the Golf Division:
Weekly work schedule will consist of 15-40 hours per week 
(depending upon position) with weekend work required. Must 
be 18+ and have ability to work well with the public. Salary 










Now hiring for full time and 
part time retail clerk and 
outside service positions. 
Chemistry/Biology experience 
helpful but not required. 
Fun atmosphere plus bonus 
package. Great summer job. 
Apply in person from 10-6 
at Aqualand 1260 Campbell 
Lane Bowling Green
SKTPA, L.D. Brown Agricultural Exposition 
   Center, 11 a.m.
Baseball vs. Kent State, Nick Denes Field, 2 p.m.
High School Basketball: Fourth Region Girls’ Tour-
   nament championship game, Diddle Arena, 7 p.m.
Concert: Orchestra Kentucky’s British Inva-
   sion, Van Meter Hall, 8 p.m.
Recital: Don Speer, piano; Scott Locke, clarinet; 
   and Joanna Binford, viola, Music Hall’s Choral 
   Rehearsal Hall, 11:30 a.m.
Baseball vs. Kent State, Nick Denes Field, 3 p.m.
High School Basketball: Fourth Region Girls’ 
   Tournament; semifi nal games at 6:30 p.m. and 
   8 p.m. Diddle Arena.
Concert: Orchestra Kentucky’s British Inva-
   sion, Van Meter Hall, 8 p.m.
6 p.m. Residence Halls close for spring break, 
   reopen 10 a.m. March 11, PFT remains open.
FCCLA Spring Conference, DUC, 9:30 a.m.
High School Basketball: Fourth Region Boys’ 
   Tournament, fi rst-round games at 6:30 p.m. and 
   8 p.m., Diddle Arena.
Kentucky Live Series: The Buffalo Trace Dis-
   tillery by Amy Preske, Barnes & Noble, 7 p.m.
Performance: WKU Concert Band and Wind 
   Ensemble, Van Meter Hall, Admission is $5, 
   7:30 p.m.
High School Basketball: Fourth Region Boys’ 
   Tournament, fi rst-round games at 6:30 p.m. and 
   8 p.m., Diddle Arena.
Soul Food Lunch, DUC Fresh Food Company, 
   Part of 2012 Black History Month, 11 a.m.
Presentation: What You Say! Language, Speech 
   and Codeswitching in the New Millennium 
   by Dr. Laura Bland, DUC 340, Part of 2012 
   Black History Month, 4:30 p.m.
Paul Krampe
Ashley Key
winners of WKU blankets
Come by Student Publications to pick up your prize. 
Briana Morrison









@BGDNgovtbeat: The AP 
just moved a story about WKU's 
stance on social media. Story has 
offi cially gone national. -sent 2/27
@amberlschaser: WKU mas-
cot was just on the Ellen show! 
Just so all my wku friends know. 
#justsayin -sent 2/27
@ChrisRPage: Big saturday 
for WKU basketball. Win over 
MTSU and Jeremy Evans wins 
dunk contest. #standupandcheer 
-sent 2/25
  @TBaskey: The same story line 
for football and basketball team. 
Getting out at the end of the sea-
son. Watch out for both teams. 
WKU sports is back! -sent 2/25
 @ToddStewartWKU: Tremen-
dous thanks to Hilltopper Nation 
- packed Diddle Arena today and 
closed regular season w home 
sellout & great vocal support! 
#wku7326 -sent 2/25
@MrHilltopper5: Great win 
tonight...Thats the way to end the 
regular season and for my boy @
Billions_Served for his last year...
Now post season!! -sent 2/25
@sworthington18: This is the 
WKU basketball I grew up lov-
ing!!!! Love Ray Harper..love this 
team...love WKU...so proud to be 
a TOPPER!! -sent 2/23
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When the economy took 
a turn for the worse in 2008, 
licensed plumber Tim Hennig 
made a decision that would 
change his life.
The Louisville native left 
his position at Senninger 
Company to go back to school 
at Elizabethtown Community 
College, where he earned two 
associate degrees.
Hennig then decided to 
pursue a bachelor’s degree in 
the technology management 
program at WKU. He is currently 
a senior and taking online classes 
to fi nish his degree while living 
in Houston. 
 Going back to school for the 
now 40-year-old was an easy 
choice, according to his ex-wife, 
Tina Smith.
“He was frustrated with his 
dead-end job, and he wanted to 
better his life,” said Smith, who 
lives in Radcliff.
Hennig had gone to college 
after he graduated high school, 
but maintaining a full-time job 
and classes was diffi cult, Smith 
said. 
“It was very important to get 
his degree, especially after his 
son was born,” Smith said. “He 
wanted to show his son how 
important a degree is in life.”
Currently Hennig is working 
as a project engineer with NASA, 
a position that he earned after 
applying for an internship. He 
is overseeing the maintenance 
of two buildings, Sonny Carter 
Neutral Buoyancy Lab and 
Ellington Air Field Training 
Facility. He is also supervising 
several building projects, such 
as a water main replacement for 
Johnson Space Center.
The project engineer position 
is the second internship Hennig 
has had with NASA. The fi rst 
internship was at Langley Air 
Force base in Virginia, and 
he received it after winning a 
Mars Rover Space Program 
competition. While in Virginia, 
he spent 16 weeks working on 
an Electron Beam Fabricator, 
a machine that will travel into 
space and be able to produce 
metal parts on demand.
Since he was already in the 
system, he was able to apply for 
other internships within NASA. 
But when applying for other 
placements, his assignment 
location wasn’t immediately 
known, Hennig said. 
“They place you where they 
need you,” he said. “I ended up 
in Houston.”
Smith said it was a choice 
that was diffi cult for Hennig 
because of his 11-year-old son in 
Kentucky.
“The end result is worth it, 
(because) it can provide better 
job offers, to provide for his 
son,” Smith said.
To help manage his time with 
family, Hennig applied for his 
second internship online, said 
Lisa Fletcher, the branch chief 
of Facility Maintenance and 
Operation Division at NASA.
Hennig said Fletcher is 
his mentor and supervisor. 
She described his duties as 
overseeing and managing the 
projects.  
“He is a quick learner,” she 
said. “(He) has only been here 
since Jan. 17.”
The real-world experience 
will really be helpful for him and 
great for his resume, Fletcher 
said. 
“It’s really in line with what 
he wants,” she said.
Hennig must maintain a 
certain GPA to stay in the 
internship. He will be at this 
internship through the end of 
April. 
After completing his 
bachelor’s degree, Hennig 
intends to go to graduate school. 
“He’s the hardest working 
individual I know,” Smith said. 
“He is a perfectionist — very 
ambitious.”
Hennig said he doesn’t have a 
prestigious job at NASA, but it is 
still a job at NASA. He has even 
met a few astronauts.
“I’ve got to meet some nice 
people — they are all normal,” 
he said.
Hennig doesn’t let the work 
overwhelm him, he said.
“I’m just making up for lost 
time,” he said.
The search for a new 
associate provost for 
Graduate and Advanced 
Studies/associate vice 
president for Research 
has been narrowed down 
to a fi nal three candidates.
The position will be 
under the direction of 
Gordon Emslie, provost 
and vice president for 
Academic Affairs, and 
Gordon Baylis, vice 
president for Research.
“I think what we’re 
thinking here is we 
really need to be very 
much more centered on 
students,” Baylis said. 
“Their main role is to 
work with the graduate 
students, obviously, 
but they will work very 
closely with the provost 
and very closely with 
me.”
Emslie said they 
“deliberately chose not to 
defi ne” the position too 
closely.
“We want to see the 
candidates’ view on how 
research integrates into 
Graduate Studies,” he 
said.
The associate 
provost for Graduate 
and Advanced Studies/
associate vice president 
for Research will replace 
the current position of 
dean of Graduate Studies 
and Research.
The latter oversaw all 
the graduate programs 
on campus. Emslie said 
they’re expanding the 
position to include deeper 
integration into research.
“We wanted to change 
the title to refl ect interplay 
between teaching and 
research,” Emslie said. 
Graduate students can 
have a huge impact on a 
university, Baylis said.
“If what they’re 
studying, what they’re 
teaching, what they’re 
researching is done 
more strategically, we 
the institution will be so 
much better off,” he said.
Baylis said his two 
main concerns are what 
graduate students are 
doing to help the faculty 
in their research and how 
graduate students can 
help with the teaching of 
undergraduate students.
“We’re not saying 
we’re going to have all 
the teaching done by 
graduate students — 
we’re not,” he said. “But 
what I’ve found is that 
a lot of, perhaps most, 
undergraduates like to 
have both the professor 
and a graduate student 
as resources in the 
classroom.”
Doug McElroy, 
associate vice president 
for Enrichment and 
Effectiveness and head 
of the search committee, 
said there was a “good, 
very diverse pool of 
applicants.”
The three candidates 
are Kinchel Doerner, 
the current interim dean 
of Graduate Studies 
and Research at WKU; 
Jennifer Keane-Dawes, 
the dean of Graduate 
Studies at the University 
of Maryland Eastern 
Shore; and Bruce 
Landman, interim and 
founding dean of the 
College of Science 
and Mathematics at 
the University of West 
Georgia.
The candidates will 
each have an open forum, 
which Emslie said he 
encourages students to 
attend.
“We want the 
candidates to be aware 
of the acute interests 
students have,” he said.
The fi rst forum, for 
Doerner, took place 
yesterday in the Mass 
Media and Technology 
Hall auditorium. The next 
forum, for Keane-Dawes, 
will take place on March 






WKU student interns for NASA as engineer
Candidates are narrowed down 
for vice provost position at WKU
The Student Government Association 
has fi lled a position that was vacant last 
semester — parliamentarian.
Crofton freshman Nicki Seay, who is 
new to SGA this semester, will serve as 
parliamentarian. Her responsibilities will 
be to make sure that proper parliamen-
tary procedure is being carried out during 
SGA meetings.
“From what I’ve seen so far, everyone 
pretty much runs everything in parliamen-
tary procedure,” Seay said.
Seay has past experience with the role 
because she was involved in the National 
FFA Organization all four years of high 
school. She said one of the fi rst activities in 
FFA was a competition in which Seay and 
her teammates had to run a meeting using 
parliamentary procedure and were judged 
on how well they did.
“I really liked it — it’s actually one of 
my favorite parts of FFA,” Seay said.
But Seay liked parliamentary procedure 
for another reason — it runs in her family.
In fact, both Seay and her father were 
chairs of FFA during their senior years 
in high school, a position that She said 
is similar to Kaylee Egerer’s position as 
SGA Speaker of the Senate. Seay also 
said that Egerer does a lot in her position 
to maintain parliamentary procedure.
She fi rst got involved in SGA through 
Cory Dodds, director of information tech-
nology, whom she knew from FFA. Seay 
was an FFA member while Dodds was a 
state FFA offi cer.
“I think Nicki will do a good job in her 
new role,” Dodds said. “Many FFA mem-
bers become well-versed in parliamentary 
procedure through various activities, and 
Nicki is no exception.”
Egerer said Dodds recommended Seay 
for parliamentarian because she’d be a 
great fi t.
“I started coming to meetings and 
fi guring out what SGA was about, and I 
jumped on board,” Seay said.
There was not a parliamentarian last 
semester because of lack of interest in the 
position, Egerer said. Also, most of the ex-
ecutive board, including Egerer, knows the 
rules of parliamentary procedure and can 
help make sure they’re being followed.
Seay said she wasn’t involved in SGA 
last semester largely due to the fact that 
she was on the forensics team and did not 
have time to do much else.
Egerer said that Dodds is a “parliamen-
tarian guru” but couldn’t hold the position 
while he was already IT director.
Oftentimes, this particular position is 
fi lled by people who might not have won 
the senatorial election but still want to 
participate in SGA, Egerer said.
“I think every deliberative assembly 
like the SGA should have a strong parlia-
mentarian because it’s important to have 
someone who knows the details and nu-
ances in order to protect the rule of the 
majority and rights of the minority,” 
Dodds said.
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SGA appoints 
parliamentarian
With minimal requirements and unique 
benefi ts, the WKU Rotaract Club hopes 
to increase its membership this semester 
while serving the Bowling Green com-
munity.
According to its website, the club en-
gages in activities that encompass profes-
sional development, leadership develop-
ment and service projects. 
Marion senior Megan Heady is the cur-
rent Rotaract public relations chair. She 
said the club not only does community 
service but also international service.
“I really liked the troops care pack-
age project,” Kendall Blue, Madisonville 
senior and Rotaract president, said. “We 
actually had multiple people come and fi ll 
up the boxes.”
In April 2011, the club members made 
numerous care packages that were sent to 
the armed forces overseas. 
Blue said it was such a unique experi-
ence because not only did they send these 
packages, they were also able to fi nd out 
when the packages made it to the troops.
Kristin Waller, a senior from Madison, 
Ind., joined the club in 2010 and is current-
ly the secretary. Although membership has 
decreased since the December graduation, 
Waller said the club remains active. 
“We don’t require any type of fee or 
set number of service hours,” Waller said. 
“Basically, anyone who wants to be a 
member can be.”
Heady said they like for people to at-
tend three meetings before adding them as 
a member to ensure they will remain ac-
tive.
The club meets every fi rst and third 
Wednesday of each month, when they 
discuss service projects and have profes-
sional development speakers from the 
Bowling Green Rotary Club come in a 
talk to them. 
“We try to bring professional develop-
ment and service together,” Waller said.
John Baker, assistant professor of lead-
ership studies, is the current adviser of the 
Rotaract club. He said he feels that their 
affi liation with the Bowling Green Rotary 
Club really sets their organization apart. 
“We are allowed to attend the noon 
lunches, which is a great opportunity to 
network,” Waller said. “We even had a 
girl receive an internship from someone 
she met at one of those lunches.”
Heady, Blue and Waller said they all 
agree this club not only benefi ts the com-
munity but has been of personal benefi t to 
them. From a resume builder to network-
ing to helping those in need, the members 
of this club are gaining real word experi-
ence for their futures. 
This semester, the club will be working 
to raise money for ShelterBox, “an inter-
national disaster relief charity that deliv-
ers emergency shelter, warmth and dig-
nity to people made homeless by disaster 
worldwide,” according to ShelterBox.org.
Waller said they hope to have another 
series of professional development speak-
ers come in and give them tips that will 
help them with life after college. 
Heady said this club is great for any-
one who likes to help the community.
She said as someone helps the commu-
nity, they're also helping themself.
The club meets in Tate Page Hall, 
Room 214.
WKU’s Rotaract club 







WKU sophomore Dylan Stephens, of Clarksville, Ind., works with his team, Bullsharks, 
in a battle to stay afl oat in a game of Battleship. Battleship is a new intramural sport 
which teams pour buckets of water in other canoes and hold up mats in attempts 
to keep their own ships from sinking.  WKU’s Intramural Sports held the event in 
Preston Center Natatorium Saturday afternoon.
YOU SUNK MY BATTLESHIP
All Move-In Fees Waived
270.846.1000
www.gableswku.com






TO THE FIRST 30 RESIDENTS WHO 
SIGN A NEW LEASE
$20, $25, 
$25, $40
The Wood Brothers are 
a folk duo formed by Chris 
Wood, of the band Medeski 
Martin & Wood, and his broth-
er, Oliver. Their most recent 
album, “Smoke Ring Halo,” 
was released in 2011 on Zac 
Brown’s Southern Ground re-
cord label. Oliver sat down 
with the Herald to discuss their 
upcoming show March 10 at 
3rd and Lindsley in Nashville, 
and more. 
Q: You and Chris have been 
playing together for a long 
time. When did you decide to 
start recording and touring to-
gether?
A: About six years ago or so, 
we just decided it was time. We 
hadn’t really seriously played 
together since we were kids. At 
this point, we were just ready 
to have fun aside from what we 
do with our regular bands. To 
be able to get together and hang 
out as brothers, but also musi-
cians. It started really casual, 
just jamming and recording 
little things, and it just kind of 
blossomed out of that.
Q: “Smoke Ring Halo” 
was released on Zac Brown’s 
Southern Ground record label. 
How did that relationship come 
about?
A: I live in Atlanta with Zac, 
so I got to know Zac through 
friends that play in his band. 
I’ve been playing with a couple 
of his band members for years. 
So they introduced me to Zac 
and played some Wood Broth-
ers music for him, and he ended 
up being a fan of our music. 
We were getting ready to make 
a record, and it just kind of 
worked out that way. But it was 
cool, because he had his label, 
and then we were one of the 
fi rst to be included on it, before 
it was even a year old. It’s great 
to be involved with somebody 
like Zac — following an art-
ist that knows what it’s like to 
be an artist, as opposed to just 
some guy in a suit.
Q: Zac Brown Band has 
taken you on tour a few times 
since then. Have you seen your 
fan base increase as a result? 
A: I think so, but it’s hard 
to tell. I think that what we do 
really translates to a smaller 
audience than a Bridgestone 
Arena. It really translates when 
we play The Loveless Barn or 
3rd and Lindsley or something 
like that. I think we’re stron-
ger in a more intimate setting. 
And I think our fans tend to be 
a slightly different demograph-
ic, although I’m sure there is a 
lot of overlap. I’m sure we’ve 
gained some fans through our 
association with Zac Brown, 
but honestly I think we’ve 
gained most of our fans by just 
a few years of going back and 
playing good shows. But it cer-
tainly doesn’t hurt.
Q: “Smoke Ring Halo” was 
released in August 2011, but 
you had been selling copies 
at your live shows as early as 
2010. So at this point, are you 
working on material for the 
next record yet?
A: Yeah, actually, we have a 
couple of things going on. We 
have a live EP coming out in 
May. There’s actually two vol-
umes of live EPs coming out — 
one in May and one in fall. And 
in April, we start recording our 
new studio album. I don’t think 
we’re going to record it all, but 
just sort of get started on it. But 
yes, we have material for a new 
studio record.
Q: What can fans expect 
from your upcoming show at 
3rd and Lindsley?
A: We’re probably going 
to play a couple of new tunes. 
And we really like to reconfi g-
ure old tunes into new arrange-
ments, so you’ll probably see 
a little bit of that. And there 
might be some special guests 
from around Nashville. We’re 
psyched.
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Q&A with folk duo 'The Wood Brothers'
By CHRIS RUTLEDGE
news@wkuherald.com
SBC Tourney a chance for WKU to start anew
The 2011-2012 season hasn’t been 
easy for anyone associated with the 
WKU women’s basketball program, Head 
Coach Mary Taylor Cowles said.
The Lady Toppers clinched the team’s 
fi rst-ever 20 loss season on Sunday in 
Diddle Arena, coming up on the losing 
end of a 77-62 rout by rival Middle Ten-
nessee State in their regular season fi nale.
WKU (8-20, 5-11 Sun Belt Confer-
ence) also fi nished 6-7 at Diddle, the 
team’s fi rst sub-.500 record in the build-
ing since 1974-1975.
Cowles has been part of brighter Lady 
Topper days, going to 10 NCAA Tourna-
ments as either a WKU player, assistant 
or head coach.
She said this season, the worst by record 
since 1974-1975 (3-14), has “just been re-
ally, really diffi cult for everybody.”
“For our players, it’s not what they ex-
pected,” Cowles said. “It’s not what they 
came here for. 
“Our coaching staff is not used to any-
thing like this. We’ve not had days like 
this. I can’t describe it. Professionally, it’s 
been the hardest thing that anyone of us 
has been through. I’ll speak for myself.”
Yet with the Sun Belt Conference 
Tournament starting on Saturday in Hot 
Springs, Ark., the Lady Toppers have the 
chance ahead of them to make up for an 
8-20 regular season.
Just one season ago, WKU went to Hot 
Springs as largely an afterthought after a 
12-16 regular season.
But the Lady Toppers won three 
straight games before bowing out to Ar-
kansas-Little Rock 66-59 in the Sun Belt 
Championship Game.
Senior forward Keshia Mosley was a 
key part in that run, averaging 8.0 points 
and 6.8 rebounds per game and earning a 
spot on the All-Tournament Team.
Mosley drew similarities between last 
year’s WKU team and the 2011-2012 squad.
“We didn’t have a good season, and 
then you come around, and we’re 0-0 in 
a tournament,” Mosley said. “That’s how 
we’re taking it.”
The Lady Toppers will be the East 
Division’s No. 5 seed in this weekend’s 
tournament.
Their fi rst-round matchup will come 
against West Division No. 4 seed Louisi-
ana-Monroe at 12:15 p.m. on Saturday in 
Hot Springs, Ark.
For WKU to keep its season alive, it 
will have to avoid a repeat of the teams’ 
fi rst meeting, a 53-49 Warhawk win in 
ULM’s Fant-Ewing Coliseum on Dec. 29.
On that night, the Lady Toppers held a 
commanding 45-30 lead late in the second 
half before ULM fi nished the game on a 
23-4 run.
The Warhawks went on to a 7-9 league 
season, good for a tie with North Texas 
for third place in the West Division.
Like WKU, ULM comes into the Sun 
Belt Tournament fi ghting a three-game 
losing streak.
Should the Lady Toppers get by the 
Warhawks, No. 1-seed MTSU will be 
waiting in the quarterfi nals.
The Lady Raiders clinched a 16-0 con-
ference regular season on Sunday with their 
ninth straight win over archrival WKU.
After that game, MTSU Head Coach 
Rick Insell said the Lady Toppers have a 
shot for a repeat of their successes from 
the 2011 Sun Belt Tournament.
“There’s 12 teams in this conference,” 
Insell said. “Nine of them, including West-
ern Kentucky, have a legitimate chance to 
win the Sun Belt Conference Tournament. 
Maybe a lot of you don’t believe that, but 




Senior forward Keshia Mosley loses a rebound from MTSU guard Kortni Jones during WKU's 
fi nal game of the season on Sunday, Feb. 26 in Diddle Arena.  WKU lost 77-62.
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Mokone also earned 
top honors in the men’s 
800-meters, and with his 
wins, said he was feeling 
quite good. 
“You know I’m grateful 
and I can’t complain,” he 
said. “I won my mile, came 
in second in 800, and I can’t 
be too greedy because I’m 
happy and thrilled to be 
healthy… I fi nished strong, 
and I’m looking forward to 
the next race, doing faster 
than what I did today.”
But while the men’s pro-
gram won its third straight 
third league title, the WKU 
women saw their nation-
long conference winning 
streak snapped at 18 titles.
The Lady Toppers fi n-
ished fi fth in the team rank-
ings with a total score of 
82.00. They fi nished behind 
league champion MTSU, 
North Texas, Florida Inter-
national and Arkansas State.
In the women’s weight 
throw, senior throwers 
Monteka Flowers and Ad-
esola Adeduro brought 
home wins. Flowers earned 
her second all-SBC honor 
with a runner up toss of 61-
2.75, and Adeduro recorded 
her best throw of the year by 
fi nishing sixth at 58-7.50.
With this being her last 
time competing in the SBC 
indoor championship, Ade-
duro said her weight throw 
brought her joy for the end 
of the season. 
“I can say I feel like my 
old self. I just prayed and 
prayed and prayed about 
coming back to my old 
self,” she said. “I’m driven 
to win, and it makes me 
happy and brings me joy 
to know I did really well in 
my last meet…I feel like it’s 
a bittersweet moment for 
me, but as long as I bettered 
myself by the end of it I’m 
happy.”
Top honors for the night 
were awarded to two of 
WKU’s own, Mokone and 
Jenkins. 
Mokone was honored as 
the men’s Most Outstanding 
Track Performer and Jen-
kins was named men’s SBC 
Indoor Coach, an honor he 
has received 13 times dur-
ing his career. 
Overall, Jenkins said he 
was proud of each team. 
“I think we did a very 
good job of staying the 
course and executing,” Jen-
kins said. “The plan was 
obviously, of course, to win 
on both sides. The men did 
an outstanding job of com-
peting at a very high level 
and the women did a good 
job…We have a lot of work 
to do on both sides in order 
to prepare for outdoors.”
After starting the season on 
the road, WKU gave the home 
fans plenty to cheer about in this 
weekend’s Holiday Inn Univer-
sity Plaza Hilltopper Spring Clas-
sic. 
WKU (10-3) swept the week-
end of games, getting wins over 
Murray State, Morehead State, 
Bowling Green State and Indiana 
State. 
In the weekend fi nale on Sun-
day, the Lady Toppers defeated 
Indiana State 10-2.
WKU put up fi ve runs in the 
fourth inning, three of which 
came on a double to center from 
senior designated player Laura 
Smith. 
“I hadn’t been hitting well the 
past week, but my coaches and 
teammates never really got down 
on me, and that kept me going,” 
Smith said, who fi nished the 
game with four RBI. 
The Lady Toppers took advan-
tage of the Sycamores’ fi ve errors 
on the way to an eight-run win. 
WKU’s games on Saturday 
weren’t as lopsided, but a few 
key hits helped lift the team past 
Bowling Green and Morehead 
State. 
In the second game against 
Bowling Green, WKU came out 
with a 5-1 victory. Sophomore 
infi elder Olivia Watkins was a 
key in the offense, going 2-for-
3 driving in two runs. Perry was 
also particularly impressed with 
the pitching performance from 
sophomore Emily Rousseau. 
“I thought Emily did a great 
job,” Head Coach Tyra Perry said 
of Rousseau, who got wins on 
Friday and Saturday. “She was 
in command yesterday and today, 
and she’s slowly starting to reach 
her full potential.” 
WKU was not able to cruise to 
a win in Saturday evening’s fi rst 
game, a 4-1 victory over More-
head State. 
The Lady Toppers were able 
to tie the game at one in the sixth 
after freshman Preslie Cruce 
missed a stop sign at third base 
and scored on a close play at the 
plate. Perry said that even though 
a sign was missed, being aggres-
sive can help win ball games. 
“That’s the nature of the 
game,” she said. “If you’re ag-
gressive, sometimes things will 
go your way.”
With the game tied at one 
in the eighth and two runners 
on base, sophomore infi elder 
Amanda Thomas had an aggres-
sive play of her own when she 
saw a pitch she liked and quickly 
deposited it over the center fi eld 
wall for a walk-off home run. 
“I was just trying to see the 
ball and hit the ball,” Thomas 
said. “I knew there was a runner 
at third, and there are so many 
ways you can score runners from 
third, so I was just trying to swing 
hard and get a hit.”
WKU beat Murray State 10-1 
in fi ve innings in the opener on 
Friday afternoon.
Wind played a factor through-
out the game. But Perry said 
while her team was aware of the 
tough conditions, they weren’t 
distracted by them. 
“The other team is playing un-
der the same conditions that we 
are, and it’s the team that manag-
es those conditions that’s going to 
win the ball game,” she said. “We 
talk about the wind and checking 
the fl ag and making sure that we 
own it instead of letting it own 
us.” 
WKU will be back on the 
road next weekend at the 2012 
Buzz Classic. The team will play 
games in Boca Raton, Fla., and 
Woodstock, Ga.
“The men could’ve easily given up, 
but they showed courage and fi ght to 
come right back the next day,” Mar-
chionda said. “They did an outstanding 
job fi ghting back.”
But it came down to the last event 
Saturday, and WKU couldn’t hang on, 
falling to Denver by just 13 points.   
Marchionda said he’s proud of the 
effort his team put forth despite the 
second-place fi nish.
“I was very pleased with the perfor-
mances during the course of the week,” 
Marchionda said. “It was a great week-
end for us. Obviously we’re a little dis-
appointed falling 13 points short.”
The women’s team also fell short, 
as they went into the last day battling 
to hold off North Texas for second 
place more than they were charging for 
fi rst place.
They were able to secure second 
place on the fi nal day, which Mar-
chionda said was exactly what he 
wanted to see from them.
“Our girls got together, put the ham-
mer down and determined that wasn’t 
going to happen,” Marchionda said. 
“They pulled their distance from them 
and fi nished solidly.
“They haven’t been in that position 
before because they won most of their 
meets. They were able to pull together 
as a team.”
Marchionda pointed to a number of 
things to suggest that the week wasn’t 
all for naught.
Both the men’s and women’s teams 
combined broke 12 school records and 
three Sun Belt meet and conference 
records. They also met 16 NCAA pro-
visional qualifying times at the 2012 
championships.
WKU sophomore Heitor Rodrigues 
was named Sun Belt Men’s Co-Swim-
mer of the Year.
Marchionda said the team as a whole 
“showed a lot of character” this week.
Marchionda and his staff will now 
make preparations for a number of in-
dividual swimmers in their respective 
Olympic trials.
WKU will play Florida International at 
8:30 p.m. on Saturday in Summit Arena in 
the fi rst round of the tournament.
The Toppers split the season series 
against the Panthers, falling 81-63 in Did-
dle Arena on Dec. 31 before beating FIU 
61-51 on Jan. 28 in Miami.
For many of the players, this week-
end’s Sun Belt Tournament will be their 
fi rst.
Only four active WKU players (others 
are out due to injuries) have any experi-
ence in the Sun Belt Tournament.
But Price spoke on behalf of the fresh-
men and said the inexperience in Hot 
Springs won’t be a factor.
“We haven’t spoke about being young 
since last year,” he said. “There’s no more 
young players. All of us is playing like 
we’ve been in this position before already. 
“There’s no more young players on the 
team, no more freshmen. Even though the 
paper says, we’re not playing like it.”
But it will be senior guard Kahlil Mc-
Donald’s fi nal Sun Belt Tournament, and 
he already has a sense of urgency about 
him.
“I know it’s my last, but I want to go 
out with a bang — like I told you before, 
I want a ring,” he said. “That’s the main 
goal right now is getting a ring. 
“We’ve got four games — we just have 
to go in there and be mentally tough. 
Coach always puts emphasis on us being 
a defensive team and a rebounding team. 
That’s what we did (Saturday), and that’s 
what’s going to help us going into Hot 
Springs.”
Head Coach Ray Harper downplayed 
the notion that four games in four days 
will be a unique challenge for the Toppers.
“They’ll be happier they’re playing 
four games in four days rather than four 
practices in four days, I promise you 
that,” Harper said. “The games will be 
much easier than some of the practices 
they’ve been through. 
“That’s why we do it. It’s a grind, and 
we push our guys because if we’re going 
to win, you must be mentally tough. You 
can’t worry about those types of things. 
Players want to play, so let’s play.”
SIU’s offense ex-
ploded for four runs in 
the fi fth inning and three 
runs in the sixth inning 
on Saturday, as well as 
fi ve runs in the seventh 
inning on Sunday.
Head Coach Matt My-
ers said his team can’t 
keep giving up big in-
nings like they have the 
past two games.
“These games were 
close when (the big in-
nings) happened, and 
you can’t overcome 
that,” Myers said.
Freshmen left-hander 
Ian Tompkins and right-
hander Brennan Pearson, 
along with junior right-
handers Colton Satterlee 
and Andrew Zimmerman 
absorbed a large portion 
of the damage, giving up 
13 combined runs in just 
four innings of work.
Myers said when his 
pitchers let people get 
on base or come in with 
runners on base, they’re 
coming around to score.
“We’re not keeping 
them on base,” Myers 
said. “They’re hitting 
our relievers pretty good 
right now.”
Not every Topper re-
liever struggled over the 
weekend. Senior right-
hander Ross Hammonds, 
junior right-hander Tay-
lor Haydel, sophomore 
left-hander Austin Clay 
and freshman right-
hander Tate Glasscock 
combined to pitch 12 
1/3 innings while only 
surrendering one earned 
run.
Bado called for the 
relievers who are strug-
gling to “keep your head 
up.”
“It’s a long season,” 
Bado said. “We’re going 
to need everybody, and 
we’re short-staffed as it 
is, so everybody’s going 
to need to contribute.”
Myers said the one 
thing he wants the bull-
pen, as well as the entire 
team, to have coming off 
another home-series loss 
is a short-term memory.
“We have to focus 
on the next game,” My-
ers said. “This club right 
now is not real deep, not 
very experienced, and the 
margin for error is small. 
We have to take it game-
by-game right now.”
WKU will play its 
next game Tuesday at 2 
p.m. at Murray State.
Junior shortstop Steve 
Hodgins said he agrees 
the team needs to simply 
focus on the Thorough-
breds but that they also 
have things to learn from 
this weekend.
“You learn from fail-
ures, and we’re just go-
ing to come back tomor-
row and try to get ready 





Junior shortstop Steve Hodgins tosses the ball to senior second baseman Ivan Hartle 




Lady Toppers go undefeated at home invitational
CONNOR CHOATE/HERALD
Junior catcher Kellie Quarles tags an Indiana State player during the Hilltopper Spring Classic at the WKU 
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